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Abstract. This paper studies a legal battle within the Cheng lineage of Huizhou that lasted
{from 15th to 17th century., A certain branch of the Cheng lineage was accused of [alsely
claiming the Cheng surname <o as to cover its real one, i. e., Fang. During the lawsuit both
sides gathered evidence from written records to sustain its own claim and also launched
propaganda against its rival with published materials. By revealing details of this complex but
interesting legal battle, this paper demonstrates the historical process through which lineage

was constructed.
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